This is an excellent book, covering every aspect of fibreoptic intubation, and should be particularly useful for those with either limited experience in this field or those who have not attempted its use for some time.
Basic fibreoptic endoscopy skills are well covered. There is a very comprehensive introduction into the workings of fibreoptic equipment, which includes the physics of light transmission, and a section on cleaning and disinfection.
There is a very comprehensive section detailing a large number of various airways which can be used to facilitate intubation. Photographs are numerous and generally helpful and clear. Good use is also made of schematic diagrams in conjunction with fibreoptic views. Fibreoptic intubation in the anaesthetized patient is discussed. There are particularly useful sections on awake intubation including sedation, local anaesthetic techniques of the airway, commonly encountered problems and case studies. Paediatric fibreoptic intubation, use with double-lumen tubes and intensive care applications are also included.
The author's experience is obvious. The book is clearly written with a very practical approach and clear instructions, which should allow readers to attempt some of the techniques with confidence. Some readers may find the style too didactic at times. I would recommend this book to anyone with any interest in the subject. Certainly any department which owns a fibreoptic laryngoscope should also have a copy of this book.
C Neuro-Anaesthetic Practice is part of a series, Fundamentals of Anaesthesia and Acute Medicine, published with the stated aim of bringing to the reader "up to date and authoritative reviews of the principal clinical topics which make up the specialties".
The contents, authored by predominantly European and United Kingdom specialists and edited by an eminent Professor of Anaesthesia, are selfcontained and comprehensively referenced. Topics range from the scientific basics of neuroanaesthetic practice through to clinical management of specific neurosurgical procedures. Other chapters deal with CNS pathology, radiology and brain protection. Overall readability is excellent, due to the format and clear text. There is an adequate index.
As with any text with multiple contributors, the quality of individual chapters is variable. The chapter on neurological diseases encountered in the intensive care unit, whilst not without interest, is too long. The chapter on anaesthetic agents, current when written in 1995, needs updating in regard to the important developments in total intravenous anaesthesia associated with effect site concentration target controlled infusions. The chapter on anaesthetic management for specific neurosurgical procedures is too brief to adequately address the pathophysiological issues and complexities of such broad areas of neuroanaesthesia.
Chapters on anaesthetic management of common neurovascular lesions, management of acute head injury and monitoring of the central nervous system are well written and sufficiently comprehensive. The chapter on positioning of the neurosurgical patient is a gem of brevity.
This book is reasonably priced. The book does fill a gap between handbooks and major reference texts 560 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 29, No. 5, October 2001 
